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One Continent.

One Environment.

Three Countries. 

Multiple Ecosystems.



In North America 

Å430 million people

ÅShare 15 major ecosystems

ïTransboundary flow 

Åair, water, species, trade

ÅOpen economy

ï$11 trillion goods/services

ïNAFTA 

Ådoubled trade since 1993

Å25% global chemical output



CECôs Chemicals Program

ÅSound Management of Chemicals (SMOC) 

Program

ïNorth American Regional Action Plans (NARAPs): 

chlordane, DDT, PCBs, mercury, lindane, dioxins 

and furans

ïNew direction being implemented, 2008

ÅEnvironmental Monitoring and Assessment 

(EM&A) Initiative

ïCapacity building for sustained information inputs

ïCompatibility and comparability of trinational data

ïHuman health monitoring

ïAtmospheric monitoring

ïTerrestrial & aquatic monitoring



Original Mandate: 

Council Resolution 95-05

ÅRegional cooperation: full range of 

chemical substances of mutual 

concern throughout their life cycles

ÅInitial priority: management and 

control of persistent and toxic 

substances (atmospheric transport)

ÅDecisions by consensus

ÅNorth American Regional Action 

Plans (NARAPs) 



North American Regional 

Action Plans (NARAPs)

ÅDDT (1997-2006)

ÅPCBs (1996-2006)

ÅChlordane (1997-2003)

ÅMercury (1998-2010)

ÅLindane and Other HCH Isomers 

(2006-2016) 

ÅDioxins, Furans, HCB (2006-2016)

ÅEnvironmental Monitoring and 

Assessment (2002- ongoing)



2002: Council Resolution 02-07

2003: Lindane Task Force
-Info collection and stakeholder outreach

2005: Alternatives workshop
ÅFor pesticide uses 

ÅFor head-lice and scabies uses

2005-2006: NARAP review and approval 

2006 ïCompiled 42 page bibliography, 
Åwww.cec.org

NARAP on Lindane



NARAP on Lindane

2006: Begin implementation
ÅUSA - voluntary de-registration

ÅMexico - begin banning all uses

ÅCanada - agriculture deregistration Dec 2001

ïlitigation regarding  original assessment

ÅLindane production is a major source of 

other HCH isomers in environment

ï1unit gamma-HCH is produced from 6 -8 

units of technical HCH





NARAP on Dioxins, Furans and 

Hexachlorobenzene

ÅNARAP reflects new priorities

ïUS NAC reassessment

ÅMonitoring activities:

ïBlood serum

ïMexican lake sediments

ïMexican ambient air monitoring

ÅCompatibility with Canada/USA

Å9 sites

Å6 monitors funded by Canada

Å2 years of analysis by USEPA




