
Integration of observational databases 

for evaluation of Hemispheric Transport 

of Air Pollutants

TF HTAP 

Rome, 10 April 2008

Paul Eckhardt, Kjetil Tørseth and Aasmund Fahre Vik, NILU, 

Michael Schulz, LSCE



Background

• EMEP TFHTAP is chaired by the EC and the US-

EPA, brings together experts and international 

organisations (www.htap.org)

• Access to and the integration of observations need 

improvement

• The EC has issued a service contract “Integration 

of observational databases for evaluation of 

intercontinental transport of air pollutants”.

http://www.htap.org/


Scope of the call – three focus areas;

1. Generic data standards (incl. naming 

conventions)

2. Provision of a core data set

3. Recommendations for further work



Consortium adressing the call 

established by NILU and LSCE;

Approach; 

Make use of the core infrastructures operated in EMEP 
and further develop data exchange procedures with 
other original data repositories, make these available in 
compliance with naming conventions to provide a core 
data set. 

Focus on monitoring efforts, not individual research 
data compilations.

Have lasting value !





Outline of activities

WP1 – Generic set of Data Standards 

• Review of data and meta-data standards 

used for observational data

• Definition of data format and meta data 

standards



Outline of activities

WP2 – Core data set of observations 

• User needs and selection of observations

– Selection of sites

– Selection of parameters

– Evaluation of database

• Development of an HTAP observational 
data centre

• Population of the HTAP observational data 
centre



Outline of activities

WP3 – Recommendations for further work 

• Bilateral discussions with contributing 

networks

• Feedback from user community

20%

75%

5%



Important considerations 

• Support by contributing original repositories is 

essential

• Access to data is subject to restrictions

• ACCENT supported workshop will bring together 

representatives of the contributing networks to 

discuss QAQC collaboration for the future 

• Close interaction with users of data (consultations)




