Co-Chairs’ General Comments on All Draft Chapters

Be aware of the audience we are addressing. The report will be read by experts having some scientific background but not necessarily experts in the field. Some of the more technical concepts have to be simplified to get the message across. 

Some chapter teams did a very good job in keeping with the length objectives.  At this point, we would rather focus on addressing all of the important issues, rather than trying to fit within a space requirement.  Cut where appropriate.  However, when adding text to address our comments, try to be concise, but don’t go cut other sections to compensate for adding additional length.  

Try to achieve a balance between the science produced or relevant to the different regions of Asia, Europe and America. To the extent possible try to get examples from all regions, even if you only mention a region in a single phrase.  Transport to and from North Africa and impacts in the Mediterranean are not well addressed.  There needs also to be a balance between the "problems" PM, ozone etc in the chapters.

There is a lack in several of the chapters on the role of natural emissions. Please consider to amend the text so that some relevant issues of natural emissions are included. 

One important substantive issue that needs to be tightened up is the significance of non-mineral dust PM transport and the significance of episodic v. general background aerosol transport.  We discussed this some at the Geneva workshop.  Right now, the conclusion seems to be that a) episodic dust transport is significant, b) non-dust aerosol transport is small, and c) there is not an apparent global aerosol background.  All of the chapters should consider what they have to contribute to a debate of these conclusions and highlight that info.  
In general, try to highlight (literally for us and in the wording for other readers) the main issues to be brought forward in the chapter 8 Conclusions and recommendations so that these can be picked up in the Executive summary. 

In chapters 3 and 5, the conclusions and recommendations are not polished.  We need to work on establishing a more consistent formatting of these sections.

Use square brackets [] to denote citations only.  Use () for other parenthetical comments.  To the extent possible, use traceable references and flag those citations that may change between now and printing of the final report.  

Write out all acronyms the first time used.  These will be collected into a list.
Provide us a list of authors. Designate Coordinating Lead Authors, Lead Authors, and Contributors.  
